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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i cat ion s 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from Pearson, the world’s leading 

learning company. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including 

academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional and specific programm es for employers. 

For further inform at ion, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our qualificat ions website at  

www.edexcel.com . For inform at ion about  our BTEC qualificat ions, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit  our website at  www.btec.co.uk. 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  

require the help of a subject  specialist ,  you m ay find our Ask The Expert  

em ail service helpful.   

 

Ask The Expert  can be accessed online at  the following link:   

 

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / Aboutus/ contact -us/   

 

Alternat ively, you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson about  

Edexcel qualificat ions.  Their contact  details can be found on this link:  

 

www.edexcel.com / teachingservices 
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working across 70 count r ies, in 100 languages, we have built  an 

internat ional reputat ion for raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in 

educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your students at :  
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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 All candidates must  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  Exam iners m ust  mark 

the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be 

rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for om issions.  

 Exam iners should mark according to the mark schem e not  according to 

their percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e 

should be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. 

Exam iners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

m atches the m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to 

award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  

according to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exemplificat ion may be 

lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark 

schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced 

it  with an alternat ive response. 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el  m ar k  b an d   

 The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a 

level.  Follow these unless there is an inst ruct ion given within a level. 

However, where a level has specific guidance about  how to place an 

answer within a level,  a lw ay s follow that  guidance. 

 

 2  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with the presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the higher of the two. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 

 

 3  m ar k  b an d s 

Start  with a presumpt ion that  the m ark will be the m iddle of the three. 

An answer which is poorly supported gets the lower mark. 

An answer which is well supported gets the higher m ark. 

 

 4  m ar k  b an d s  

Start  with a presum pt ion that  the m ark will be the upper m iddle m ark of 

the four.  

An answer which is poorly supported gets a lower m ark. 

An answer which is well supported and shows depth or breadth of 

coverage gets the higher m ark. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  

1  I n  w h at  w ay s d id  Ben g al  d ev elop  u n d er  t h e Ben g al  

Su l t an at e d u r in g  t h e f ou r t een t h  an d  f i f t een t h  cen t u r ies? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

 t er r i t o r ia l  ch an g es 

 ad m in ist r a t ion  

 r e l ig ion . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple statem ents giving exam ples of developm ents 

e.g.Bangal expanded, adm inist rat ion im proved, m any 

conversions to I slam , Bengal becam e independent  of 

Delhi,  Hindus were used as officials, zam indars collected 

taxes etc 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tempt  to describe but  not  developed, though 

does m ake reference to changes, adm inist rat ion and 

religion, eg.Kam arupa, Assam , Orissa were occupied, 

land area expanded, Hindus and people of all creeds 

appointed as officials, Sufis used as governm ent  

representat ives, I slam  dom inant  religion but  tolerance of 

other faiths, Bengali used as language, Raja used as t it le 

of sultans etc  

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e at tem pt  to explain but  not  developed, though does 

make reference to changes, adm inist rat ion and religion, 

e.g. Bengal becam e a well-organised and adm inistered 

state, coinage issued bearing the im age of a lion, 

dist inct ive styles of architecture developed, independence 

from  Delhi guaranteed and Sultan t reated as an equal by 

Firuz Shah, front iers of Bengal were secure etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing developm ents e.g. as L3 

but  em phasises Bengal becom ing independent  state, 

dist inct ively Bengali because Sultans wanted to be 

different  from  Delhi sultanate, invented nam e ‘Bangala’ 

and concept  of Bengali people established, styles of 

architecture unique etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  Quest ion content

2  W h y  d id  Dh ak a d ev elop  as an  im p or t an t  ci t y  i n  t h e 

sev en t een t h  cen t u r y ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

 Eu r op ean  t r ad er s 

 m u sl in  

 Mu g h al  ad m in ist r a t ion .  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. 

European t raders arr ived from early 17thC, m uslin was 

very popular, Mughal adm inist rat ion was good etc.  

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tempt  to describe reasons, e.g. t raders helped to 

develop Dhaka as a market , m uslin was sought  after, 

embroidered cot ton cloth, Dhaka becam e the capital of 

Mughal Bengal etc. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. t raders cam e to Dhaka 

as the cent re of the waterways of Bengal, m arkets 

developed and at t racted m ore business, this led to the 

developm ent  of banking services, muslin was world 

famous, produced dom est ically and sold in Dhaka, 

Mughals developed Dhaka after the cam paigns of I sa 

Khan etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, just ify ing and 

m aking judgem ents, e.g. as L3 but  em phasises m ost  

im portant  factor was cent ral posit ion of Dhaka and 

proxim ity to muslin product ion, ease of access for t raders 

etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion Number Quest ion content

3  W h y  w as Rob er t  Cl i v e ab le t o  g a in  con t r o l  o f  Ben g al? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

 t h e Bat t le  o f  Plassey , 1 7 5 7  

 p o l i t i ca l  su ccesses 

 d ou b le g ov er n m en t .  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple descr ipt ive comm ents of what  happened. Detail 

not  evident  or inaccurate, no at tem pt  to reason, e.g. 

Plassey overthrew the nawabate, agreem ent  with Mughal 

emperor, DG created adm inist rat ion etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. details of the 

bat t le, roles of C, S and MJ, persuasion of MJ to defect , 

details of negot iat ions with Mughals, details of DG etc. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. C was an opportunist  

who persuaded MJ to defect  and was therefore able to 

win against  odds at  Plassey, arrest  of MJ afterwards 

effect ively ended the nawabate, DG solved the problem 

of adm in but  created great  corrupt ion.  Skills of RC. 

Willingness to 'break the rules',  do the unexpected, not  

necessarily t rustworthy, feared by som e in authority.etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g. as L3 but  

emphasises significance of Clive’s dar ing and readiness to 

take r isks etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  

4  W h y  d id  t h e Pak ist an  Mov em en t  d ev elop  in  t h e 1 9 3 0 s an d  

ear ly  1 9 4 0 s? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

 t h e Gov er n m en t  o f  I n d ia  Act , 1 9 3 5  

 t h e r o le  o f  M. A. Jin n ah  

 t h e Lah or e Reso lu t ion , 1 9 4 0 .  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving a descript ion of one or  two 

ideas, e.g. fear of Congress, role of Jinnah, failure of GoI  

Act  etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. details of the 

above 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. GoI  Act  showed 

divisions between AI ML and I NC, Jinnah rejected Act  

accordingly although it  gave provinces hope of gaining 

some power, war, LR gave com mitm ent  to an 

independent  Muslim  state 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g. as L3 but  

emphasises refusal of Nehru to accept  com prom ise forced 

AI ML to adopt  st rategy of Pakistan leading to LR which 

Congress failed to understand and created addit ional 

sources of fr ict ion in the years leading to I ndependence. 

Nature of Jinnah-  suggested m anipulate of situat ions ie. 

Use of Urdu as a unifying force etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  

5  W h y  d id  i t  p r ov e t o  b e v er y  d i f f i cu l t  t o  cr eat e a con st i t u t i on  

f o r  

Pak ist an  im m ed ia t e ly  a f t er  in d ep en d en ce in  1 9 4 7 ? 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

 t h e p ost  o f  Gov er n o r - Gen er a l  

 t h e p ow er s o f  t h e Con st i t u en t  Assem b ly  

 d isag r eem en t s ov er  a st a t e lan g u ag e. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. G-G 

interfered, CA lacked any real power, Urdu was only 

spoken by a sm all m inority etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tempt  to describe reasons, e.g. Jinnah took role 

of GG, wanted role for I slam , supported Urdu, CA was 

subordinate to WP elite, Bengali spoken by 56%  of 

people, not  included etc. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. Jinnah made sure that  

the CA had lim ited powers and that  he as GG cont rolled 

policy, he wanted to m ake Urdu the state language 

despite the fact  that  m ost  spoke Bengali etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g. as L3 but  

emphasises the significance of the role of Jinnah as G-G 

and his successors in want ing to retain power in WP etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  

6  Ex p la in  t h e im p o r t an ce o f  t h e r o le o f  Sh eik h  Mu j ib u r  

Rah m an  in  t h e cr eat ion  o f  Ban g lad esh  b et w een  1 9 7 0  an d  

1 9 7 3 . 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :   

 

 Nat ion a l  Assem b ly  e lect ion s, Decem b er  1 9 7 0  

 n eg o t ia t ion s  w i t h  Yah y a Kh an , Mar ch  1 9 7 1  

 t h e Ban g lad esh  Con st i t u t i on . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1-4 Sim ple statem ents giving exam ples of reasons, e.g. won 

the elect ion, t r ied to reach a com prom ise, form ed the 

const itut ion etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tem pt  to describe reasons, e.g. details of the 

above, won elect ion and cont rolled Nat ional Assem bly, 

should have been PM, negot iat ions were aim ed at  

reaching a com prom ise after  decision not  to call the 

Assem bly, arrested when they were inconclusive, based 

on the Awami Leagues of nat ionalism , secular ism , 

socialism  and dem ocracy etc. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. showed st rength of 

feeling in EP, forced YK to delay calling Assem bly because 

SM would have becom e PM, ZAB used negot iat ions to t ry 

and force SM into a t rap, m ainly responsible for 

const itut ion etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g. as L3 but  

emphasises  SM figurehead who held opposit ion together, 

had taken decision to go for autonomy in 1966 and had 

been imprisoned in 1968, elect ions showed that  East  was 

behind him  and put  pressure on WP and led to cr isis of 

March 1971, Consitut ion was SM’s great  t r iumph etc. 

 

Can reach Level 4 without  m ent ioning events in 66-68 

but  will be rewarded for responses that  m ent ion them  in 

context .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion Number Quest ion content

7  

 

 

 

 

 

Ex p la in  t h e r o le t h at  Ban g lad esh  h as p lay ed  in  

in t er n at i on al  a f f a i r s sin ce 1 9 7 5 . 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l l ow in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

 su p p or t  f o r  t h e Un i t ed  Nat ion s 

 Sou t h  East  Asia Associa t ion  f o r  Reg ion al  

Coop er at ion  ( SAARC)  

 r e la t ion s b et w een  I n d ia an d  Pak ist an  

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple statem ents giving exam ples of role, e.g. key 

supporter of UN, founder m em ber of SAARC, im proved 

relat ions with I  and P etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tempt  to describe som e of the following, likely to 

focus on one or two ideas, e.g. very prom inent  in UN 

peace-keeping m issions, has been President  of General 

Assembly and twice on Security Council,  prom inent  in 

SAARC, m eet ing Dhaka in 2005, deals with regional 

issues, I ndia has supplied aid and water-sharing, P 

recognised B in 1974 and visits in 1980s and 1990s 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of role, e.g. impact  far greater  than 

ant icipated despite internal difficult ies, internat ional 

cont r ibut ion very im portant  etc 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing role, e.g. as L3 but  

emphasises  adopt ing a neut ral standpoint  in UN, 

relat ions with neighbours stabilised, support  from  US, 

USSR and China, support  for UN very important , third 

largest  cont r ibutor to peace-keeping forces etc  

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Quest ion content  

8  Ex p la in  t h e im p or t an ce o f  Rab in d r an at h  Tag or e in  t h e 

d ev elop m en t  o f  Ban g lad esh i  cu l t u r e. 

 

I n  ad d i t ion  t o  y ou r  ow n  k n ow led g e, y ou  m ay  u se t h e 

f o l low in g  t o  h elp  in  y ou r  an sw er :  

 

 p oet r y  

 p o l i t i ca l  b el ie f s 

 i d eas ab ou t  ed u cat ion . 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Lev el  0  0 No rewardable m ater ial 

 

Lev el  1  1-4 Simple statem ents giving exam ples of impact , e.g. 

poet ry, polit ical beliefs, educat ion etc. 

 

Lev el  2  5-9 Som e at tempt  to describe the impact , e.g. details of 

poet ry, opposit ion to Br it ish rule, ideas about  educat ion 

etc. 

 

Lev el  3  10-15 Som e explanat ion of reasons, e.g. desire to am algamate 

t radit ional I ndian philosophy with m odern educat ional 

ideas, project  to develop t radit ional I ndian crafts, 

rejected knighthood after Am ritsar etc. 

 

Lev el  4  16-20 Sustained argum ent  assessing reasons, e.g. as L3 but  

em phasises that  he was the first  writer known 

internat ionally for wr it ing in Bengali,  received the Nobel 

Pr ize for literature, key role in Bengali culture, inspirat ion 

to other writers etc. 
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